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New Institutions

We know that living in the community is 
better than institutions.

But people keep building new institutions. 

They don’t call them institutions. 

They might call them group homes. 

Or, they call them “intentional 
communities”.
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They try and say these new places aren’t 
like the old institutions.

But they are still institutions.

The new institutions might look like living 
in the community.

They might be in a regular house.

They might look like every other 
neighborhood.
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But only disabled people live there.

They don’t get to be around non-disabled 
people.

They don’t get to decide what to do each 
day.

They don’t get to go outside their 
neighborhood.
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Some institutions say that people with 
disabilities choose to live there.

But usually, the people with disabilities 
didn’t get good choices.

They didn’t get to learn about living in the 
community.

They got told they couldn’t live in the 
community.

They didn’t really get a choice.
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Just like when they got sent to the old 
institutions.

People keep making these new 
institutions.

That’s because they think we need 
institutions.

They think people with disabilities need to 
live in places that are “just for us”.

But that is the same reason the old 
institutions got made.
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The old institutions kept us away from 
other people.

They made it easier for us to get hurt.

They took away our freedom.

New institutions do the same thing.
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We know the history of institutions.

We know that institutions kept hurting us 
for many years.

We know that institutions keep hurting us 
today.

We know that studies say we should live in 
the community.
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We also know one very important thing.

We know that people with disabilities don’t 
want to live in institutions.

We know that we want to live in the 
community.
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We need to make sure new institutions 
stop getting made.

We need to make sure people know about 
new institutions.

People should know that new institutions 
are just like the old ones.
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